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Upcoming Events:  
Oct. 19 -  Family Meeting  

Oct.  20 -  Senior Fellowship  

Oct. 23 -  Blood Drive  

Oct. 27 -  Menôs Fellowship 

Oct. 29 -  Pig Roast Festival  

Oct. 30 -  Acolyte Training  

Nov. 1 -  All Saintôs Day 

Nov. 6 -  Daylight Savings  

Nov. 11 -  Veteranôs Day 

Nov. 13 -  Pledge Sunday  

 Always giving and everlasting God,  

so knit us together as one Family of all generations  
through the continued transformation of your Holy Spirit,  

so saturate our lives with your grace,  
that we proclaim your kingdom  

and your will in this life through all things to all people.  
Grant this for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen.  

How can God 
be seen here?  

Family Meeting  
set for Oct. 19  

Prayer for Godôs Mission and our Parish Family 

BY KRYSTA MCDANIEL  

  Itôs been too long since youôve  

gotten a monthly newsletter in your 

mailbox, hasnôt it? 

  Communication tools are always 

evolvingé emails and our online  

newsletters are useful for those with 

computers, and weôve produced a  

couple glossy magazines that reach 

the homes of our parish family and 

beyond. And yet, there was something 

still missingé  

  If you come to church every Sunday, 

you hear about things that are going 

on here at St. Helenaôsé but not  

everyone is here every Sunday.  

  If you have a computer, you can 

check the Sunday Cross -Finder and 

Sunday worship bulletins on our  

website to keep up with whatôs going 

oné but not everyone has access to a 

computer.  

 Itôs a tricky thing to make sure you 

keep everyone informed all the time.  

  The purpose of this monthly  

newsletter will be to share news with 

youé and youôll probably think it looks 

pretty plain.  

  But, you will find words that will help 

you to not only see what God is doing 

around St. Helenaôs and the  

community, but to give you ways to 

grow in your relationship with Christ.  

  I would like to share with you a 

quote from the ñpurple bookò, In One 

Place -  1881 -1981, which chronicles 

the life of St. Helenaôs Episcopal 

Church during its first 100 years:  

 May our glory and our present  

happiness be that the people of  

Saint Helenaôs are cross - finders and  

cross -bearers, and be that our final 

reward when the Crucified shall come 

to be our Judge!  

 

 

 

 

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Thereôs more to the story, but these 

were the words of the Rev. James 

Massey in April 1908, describing why 

he decided to call the churchôs weekly 

(and monthly when finances allowed 

for a monthly) newspaper The Cross -

Finder. In 1908. Did you catch that? 

The Cross -Finder  has been around for 

over 100 years. The original seal, that 

ran on the front of every issue, is 

above.   

 Sometimes, doing things the  

old - fashioned way is best.  

 And, quite honestly, I donôt want you 

to miss a thing.  

The return of the monthly Cross - Finder  

 St. Helenaôs is having a 

meeting for the entire Parish 

Family on Wednesday, Oct. 

19. A light dinner will be 

served at 6 p.m. and the 

meeting will be  

from 6:30 -8:30 p.m.  

in the Great Room.  

 Weôll be talking about Godôs 

work and presence here, the 

financial realities for ministry 

to be and to  

expand, and the opportunity 

to commit to share in the 

next year and  

the days to come.  

 Childcare will be provided, 

so bring the whole family!  

 Weôll reflect on the Grace of 

God and how God has been 

present at St. Helenaôs, 

share why change has been 

necessary, discuss ñfamilyò 

finances, share updates and 

plans for the year ahead, 

share reflections from 

Bishop Bill Frey.  

And, weôll pray for more of 

Godôs grace! 
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BY THE REV. WILLIAM H. ALLPORT, II  
 

  Well, itôs finally come! Rain! 

Wonderful, wet, unanticipated 

rain!  

  It is amazing how just a little 

rain has made green blades of 

grass emerge from dead lawns.  

  Itôs enthralling how trees have 

brighter leaves and newly firmed 

roots.  

  Itôs beautiful how the birds and ducks donôt  

huddle in the dried patches of the creek beds.  

  Itôs wondrous that people throughout our  

community seem to take a collect sigh of relief.  

  Rain is such an ordinary thing. You donôt realize it 

until youôre stuck in the dusty, hard landscape of a 

bad drought.  

  The tenderness we feel over changes within our 

Parish over the summer may seem like a another 

type of drought or hard dry spell. However, if we 

expect God to work in the exact same ways and 

means of program or ministry, we miss the grace 

raining down.  

  Could you imagine overlooking rain during this 

summerôs drought? Godôs grace and presence flow 

like rivers from the mountains.  

  Thatôs whatôs happening with so many getting  

involved with our priority to share youth and  

childrenôs ministry by making meals, playing  

Ultimate Frisbee, or leading Bible studies and 

weeknight discussion.  

   Godôs grace raining down comes in the still new 

families seeking nourishment and the anointing of 

the Holy Spirit within our vibrant Parish Family.  

   Itôs easy to miss grace rained down in something 

as ordinary as breakfast tacos for teens, chalk art 

on the patio, or a squirmy toddler in the seat in 

front of you.  

   I pray we can see Godôs grace and love through 

Jesus Christ with the amazement, awe, beauty, 

wonder, and joy as a long -awaited thunderstorm.  

   I pray that we can see the ordinary of our lives in 

the world as the ways and means God gives as 

portion of his grace.  

   It calls to my mind something written by Eugene 

Peterson about the disciples not recognizing the 

resurrected Jesus (or even understanding what was 

really happening) after that walk to Emmaus, ñWhy 

didn't they get it? Maybe because they were  

preoccupied with more important things, spiritual 

things, Bible study. Then he picked up a loaf of 

bread, blessed it, broke it open, and passed it 

around. Now with the texture of the bread on their 

fingers, and the taste of bread on their tongues ï 

grounded in the ordinary ï they recognized him (p. 

86, Practice Resurrection).ò 

   The ordinary of life made extraordinary of grace 

also means that our financial stewardship is really 

a spiritual barometer and act.  

   Money is nothing but our commonly accepted 

tool for exchange of goods and services. Our  

offering of the principal tool of exchange is seeing 

the ordinary of the world placed for God's  

extraordinary grace. Our financial offering is an act 

of thanksgiving and thanks returning to God for the 

grace we've received. Our financial stewardship is a 

part of our total spiritual discipline of stewardship ï 

responding to God with what God has given to us 

first.  

   All these reflections were essential for us to hold 

as we gathered for the Parish Family Meeting on 

Oct. 19. The Family Meeting offered us the chance, 

like every family should, to take perspective 

prayerfully of how God's grace has been working 

and how we have the opportunity to choose our 

part to expand God's grace known and shared 

through our  

common life of mission as St. Helena's.  

   I thank God for the rain.  

   I know my heart has had heavy moments like 

the trees' leaves during this drought.  

   Just as God rains down water for the parts of 

creation, God's grace continues to fall upon us in 

ñbucketfullsò.  

    

   May we have hearts to bear the raging waters of 

the Holy Spirit to respond to God, bringing living 

waters to the world around us.  

 

Faithfully yours,  

From the Rector  

  During regular office hours, please call  

(830)249 -3228 to schedule an appointment  

with Father Bill.  

  If there is a pastoral emergency  

after 3 p.m., call him on his cell phone at 

(830)446 -3249 or e -mail him at  

pastoral@sthelenas -boerne.org.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Culmination of the  

ñShine the Light Forwardò  

series at St. Helenaôsé  

on the church grounds from  

6:30 - 9 p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 29  

 
BY BETH ADAM, PARISH MANAGER  

  For the past several weeks, we have 

enjoyed a series of speakers from 

around our community. These speak-

ers have felt such a fire  of  

inspiration and passion for Christ and 

their fellow man, that their very lives 

were re -shaped into ones of mission 

and ministry.  

  We invite St. Helenaôs and our 

neighbors to gather in a similar  

fashion to what was known as the 

Samhain Festival, an ancient Gaelic 

tradition.  

  This was  a festival typically  

celebrated around the same time of 

year as All Saintsô Day and what is 

now Halloween. As the lighter days 

fade and the darker days increased, a 

bonfire served to counter the  

darkness and celebrate the end of the 

harvest.  

  In the days of old, people would 

come from their homefires carrying 

embers to light a community bonfire 

and tell stories. Once the festival was 

over, embers were taken back home 

to re -set the fires at home; fires now 

stronger than ever.  

  The symbolism is rich with the 

power of a community coming  

together.  

  The men of ñShine Your Light  

Forwardò would like to invite our  

entire church community to an  

evening outdoors and beside a fire to 

gather for a meal and fellowship as 

we usher in the fall season.  

  Special permission has been 

granted to host a Pig Roast (whereby 

a pig is roasted underground on the 

church grounds) along with an  

outdoor fire!  

All you need to bring:  

a side dish  

a lawn chair  

a light (a votive candle and 

holder)  

   Please RSVP to the church office at 

(830)249 -3228 or office@sthelenas -

boerne.org so we can get a head 

count. This is not to be missed!  

Roll up your sleeve and give 

the gift of life at St. Helenaôs 

on Sunday, Oct. 23 from 

8:30 a.m. until noon in the 

Annex building.  

  Our last blood drive in  

August was a huge success 

with 28 donors giving blood, 

resulting in 84 patients  

being helped by the Family 

of St. Helenaôs.  

   For more information 

about Blood Drives, contact 

Art Lindley at flat-

foot92@hotmail.com  

Pig Roast Festival set for Oct. 29  

Blood Drive 
Oct. 23  BY GAIL POWELL  

  Itôs that time of year againé flu 
shots  (administered by HEB) will be 
available in the Parish Hall beginning 
at 9 a.m. on Thursday, Oct. 20.  
 The Senior Fellowship will gather at 
11 a.m. to enjoy an educational  
nature program provided by our very 

own Kathy Ward, St. Helenaôs  
parishioner and Cibolo Nature Center 
volunteer, followed by a homemade 
soup lunch.  
 Please RSVP to Gail Powell at (830)
755 -4262 or gmp@gvtc.com, or 
Becky Snell at (830)981 -4733 or 
rdstexas@gvtc.com.  

Senior Fellowship meets Oct. 20  

BY MIKE MCCLELLAND  
  St. Helenaôs Menôs Fellowship 

Group will meet on Thursday, 

Oct. 27 at the home of Karen 

and George Short at 6:30 

p.m.  

 Bring your entree and drink of 

choice, and George has prom-

ised some very  

delectable side dishes to fill 

your plate.  

  Please RSVP to George at 

georgehshort@gmail.com or 

call (830)537 -5612 so he can 

plan for the proper amount of 

food.   

 George lives at 306 Upper 

Cibolo Creek Road. From 

Boerne proceed northwest on 

Main Street crossing IH -10. 

Turn right (north) onto the 

service road on the west side 

of IH -10 and go approx 1 

mile. Turn left onto Upper  

Cibolo Creek Rd., proceed 3.2 

miles.  

 The Short Home will be  

distinguished by a flag pole 

next to the mail box with the 

American and Texas flags  

flying.  

  Bring a friendé St. Helenaôs 

Menôs Fellowship is open to all 

men.  

Menôs Fellowship 
meets Oct. 27  


