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About Discoveries. 

The patronal figure  for our Parish Family, St. Helena 
of Constantinople (Latin: Flavia Iulia Helena 

Augusta), also known as Saint Helen, Helena 
Augusta or Helena of Constantinople (c. 250 ð 

c. 330 C.E.), was the consort of Emperor 
Constantius Chlorus, and the mother of 

Emperor Constantine the Great, with whom 
she had a close relationship. Helena played a 

significant role in re-establishing Christianity in 
the Holy Land after a period of decline. 

Tradition affords her the rediscovery of several 
Christian sites in the Holy Land, which had 

been converted to pagan temples, and she had 
these sites rededicated to Christianity. In 

particular, she is renowned for discovering the 
site of Calvary where she claimed to find the 

relics of the True Cross. She was canonized as 
a saint in both the Orthodox and Roman 

Catholic Churches, and is still venerated today. 

For some traditions, she is therefore the 
patron saint of discoverers, archeologists, and 

converts to the Faith. 

In our quarterly publication may you discover the life 
we share as the Church, the richness of our Faith,  

and the joys of Godõs Mission. 
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  KRYSTA  M CDANIEL , PARISH  LIFE COORDINATOR  
 

I 
t always makes us chuckle when people say, òSo I 
guess things get pretty quiet around church during 
the summer, huh?ó  
  Nothing could be farther from the truth.    

  Summer 2011 at St. Helenaõs has flown by in a swirl of 
activities. While during the summer, things changed in the 
church office, there is one thing that hasnõt changed - St. 
Helenaõs is busy every day of the week during the summer, 
and weõre not looking for that to change much once school 
starts.  
   What did St. Helenaõs do during summer vacation? 
Together as a parish family, we had a summer filled with 
memorable events.  
   We gathered at Camp Capers for our annual parish picnic 
for worship, baptisms in the river, delicious food, fun and a 
relaxing time spent with Family.  
   We enjoyed baseball with our wider Diocesan family at 
Episcopal Night at the Missions game in San Antonio.  
   We had the largest ever Vacation Bible School, attended 
by children from all over the community. Many of those 
children were without a church home and at VBS learned 
about the amazing love God has for them through fun 
activities.  
   We brought lawn chairs and sun -block and gathered on 
the church lawn for Berges Fest parade fun and cheered for 
our kids when the St. Helenaõs float passed by.  
   We gathered our fishing tackle, boats and gear and went 
Fishinõ for Mission down in Rockport, raising $8,000 for the 
Diocese World Mission fund.  
   We brought picnic dinners, donned 3 -D glasses and sat 
on the church lawn for a 3-D fireworks display when the 
drought conditions didnõt allow òrealó fireworks.  
   We sent Youth to San Antonio for a week of outreach 
with underprivileged school children, and then sent them 
to Las Vegas to be the hands and feet of Christ.  
   We offered (for the second year) St. Helenaõs Fine Arts 
Academy drama camp for two weeks, ending with a 
tremendous performance by the children that attended.  
   If you were on campus during the first week of August, 
chances are good that you mightõve gotten a little pudding 
or mashed potatoes flung on you during Camp WACKY - a 
fun, messy Bible camp with the largest turn -out of campers 
and teen helpers ever.  
   Throw in òthe regularsó on campusé Menõs and Ladiesõ 
Bible study groups, Boy Scouts, Daughters of the King, 
Senior Fellowship, Circle of Care, St. Helenaõs Early 
Enrichment Preschool, Alcoholics Anonymous groups, 

Special Needs fellowship, Contemporary Worship practice, 
(Iõm probably leaving someone out!) and something was 
happening every day at St. Helenaõs.  
   The readers of the Boerne Star newspaper voted  
St. Helenaõs as one of the best places to worship with one of 
the best worship leaders in Kendall Countyé and that was 
before all this summer activity even happened. What a way 
to provide opportunities for our Family and the greater 
Boerne community to encounter God. I feel so blessed to be 
a part of what God is doing here.  
   Keep your eyes open for news about events and 
ministries here at St. Helenaõsé I will keep you updated 
about events and opportunities to participate with the 
Family of St. Helenaõs through e-mails, Sunday Cross-
Finder newsletters, and the monthly Cross-Finder that will 
be back this fall with a new look and chock -full of 
information to keep you informed about whatõs going on 
around here.  
   If you see a need and would like to start a new ministry 
and want to visit about it, let me know. If you have 
changes in your current ministry or anything youõd like to 
share about it, contact me and I will do everything I can to 
help get the word out and your space reserved.  
   It is my hope that this summer issue of Discoveries helps 
you to discover the good things that God is doing here 
with and through the Family of St. Helenaõsé and that it 
will offer you an opportunity to encounter Christ in a way 
you wouldnõt otherwise find.  
  
Peace be with you! 

  

So, what did you  
do this summer? 

   P.S.- Be sure and join us at 6 p.m. on Aug. 28 for  
Sundae Sunday when we will gather  

as a Family to enjoy fellowship on the lawn  
with delicious ice cream to keep us cool and look  

at ministry displays in the Parish Hall - come find a 
place to plug in! 
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CHILDREN IN 

focus 

I will, with 
�*�R�G�·�V���K�H�O�S 
BY DAWN  M CLENDON  
 

G 
rand oak trees, a rocky 
limestone road, the youth 
of St. Helenaõs and their 
families, their mentors, 

and God. Those are the ingredients 
for a St. Helenaõs Youth 
Confirmation Retreat.  A tradition 
founded four years ago, our Youth 
Confirmation retreat has grown into 
a major element in the journey of 
making a commitment to God.  
  Following a study of scripture, 
prayer, sacraments, and the people 
that surround them, these young 
Christians were given an evening of 
experiences to cement their learning.  
A new addition to the retreat this 
year was the family component.  
Families joined the kids to write 
family covenants and enjoy a blessed 
dinner together.  
   With Godõs help they have united, 
explored, and stood to make a 
personal decision to confirm the 
promises made on their behalf at 
baptism. 

For I know  the plans  

I have for you,  

declares the Lord , 

 plans for welfare   

and not for evil,  

to give you a future   

and  

a hope.  

  
Jeremiah 29:11 

Dawn McLendon is the Lay Associate for Fam-
�L�O�\���0�L�Q�L�V�W�U�\���D�W���6�W�����+�H�O�H�Q�D�¶�V�����6�K�H���F�D�Q���E�H���U�H�D�F�K�H�G��
at (830)249-3228 or dawn@sthelenas-
boerne.org Monday through Thursday. 


