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From the Rector  

St. Helenaðs  
Episcopal 

Church  
 

410 N. M AIN  STREET  
P.O. B OX 1765  

B OERNE , TX 78006  
CHURCH  OFFICE :  
830 -249 -3228  

FAX : (830) 249 -1812 
www.sthelenas -

boerne.org  
 
 

Worship  
Services:  

 
Sundays  
7:45 a.m.  

Traditional  
Worship  

 
9:00 a.m.  

Contemporary 
Worship  

 
10:15 a.m.  
Christian  

Education for 
All Ages  

 
11:00 a.m.  

Traditional  
Worship  

with Music  
 

Wednesdays  
10:00 a.m.  

Holy Eucharist  
 

6:00 p.m.  
Oikos  

Advent is a time of preparing. We actually hear more from John the  

Baptist during this Advent, than any other voice.  John the Baptist, 

òPrepare ye the way of the Lord!ó  The reality of Advent is preparing for 

whatõs going to comeé Jesus and the way of Godõs kingdom.  Johnõs  

speaking about mountains flattened and valleys filled in for the highway 

of God to reach from us.  Johnõs talking about resources that make I-10 

expansion look like backyard Lego projects.  

You may first think of preparing for the company, neighborhood, country 

club, or family Christmas party.  But I am talking about Jesus.  The great 

question of advent is, "how will you prepare for the arrival of Jesus?"  

At first, we think of the full house in Bethlehem that canõt accommodate 

the new parents, as we hear on Christmas Eve in Luke 2:6 -7, òWhile they 

were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth 

to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a 

manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.ó 

But we're supposed to think of Jesus coming again - as the Christ, in all 

the fullness of Godõs glory present.   

Weõre supposed to hear more of the prophet Isaiahõs expectant words of 

Advent readings, òIn days to come the mountain of the LORD's house 

shall be established as the highest of the mountains, and shall be raised 

above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it. Many peoples shall come 

and say, "Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD (Is. 2:2 -3a).ó 

Advent pushes us to expect that God is up to something in our lives and 

world.  Our Advent work of vigilance resonates with John the Baptistõs 

own question of Jesus we hear this coming Sunday, òAre you the one 

who is to come, or are we to wait for another?ó 

Our lives are made to receive the fuller power and presence of God at 

hand.  Our hearts must be fortified for the spiritual work of vigilant  

expectation and preparation.  

Soé How are you getting ready?  

As a parish family, we gear up for a new vibrant year of Christõs Mission in 

worship and ministry.  How are we getting ready to welcome Christ?  Are 

we setting the mountain moving, bulldozer leveling resources of our lives 

to share in the preparation and pave the way for Godõs presence in our 

lives?  Or will Christ coming be like the pre -wrapped afterthought and 

token?  

As households and families, we prepare for special moments to gather 

with special people.  How are we getting ready to 

 

The Rev. William Allport, II  
Rector  

bill@sthelenas -boerne.org  

(continued on Page 3) 



welcome the special person, Jesus Christ?  Are the intervening weeks of school vacation, holidays, 

and a new year, going to be moments of welcoming Christ into the midst of the lives around us, or 

the excuse to finally have eggnog and fruitcake?  

But do we have enough to welcome and make a place for Christ to be known?  

The Archbishop of Canterbury, the Most Rev. Dr. Rowan Williams, once gave this reflection on  

Advent: "It is a time of expectation and a time of hope. It is a time, therefore, also of quiet".  

I pray that you will allow your hearts to find the quiet, hope -filled, reality of Advent.  God is not done 

with our days.  Godõs grace will triumph.  Jesus Christ comes again, and again, for us. I hope that the 

realities of Advent call you to join us, and bring others with you, to celebrate the exclamation of  

Jesusõ Coming we have on Christmas Eve and Day. 

A side note and word to our Parish Family:   As the Rector, I am working with our Vestry to prepare 

our Parish for a new year of Mission in worship and ministry bringing depth to our current work.  In the 

new calendar year, the Vestry and leadership will share in a Mission and Vision review period.  Our 

Parish will be looking towards the addition of an  

associate full -time clergy on staff.  

As I direct and reorganize our staff, we will be taking 

specific time each day and week to better support 

your ministries and part in our Parish Life, specifically,  

open office hours.  

Open Office Hours will be the following:  Monday 10 

a.m. -3 p.m., Tuesday to Friday 9 a.m. -3 p.m.    

These daily blocks are to better ensure that you can 

contact staff, as well as provide for in -house  

administrative hours each day at the beginning and 

close of the day.  

Additionally, should you have pastoral emergencies or 

information for me, please use either my direct pastoral 

care email (pastoral@sthelenas -boerne.org) or phone 

(830)446-3249. 

  

Faithfully yours,  
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(continued from Page 2) 

Christmas Eve Worship  
Services at St. Helenaõs 
Friday, December 24, 2010 

4 p.m. - Contemporary  

Worship service in the  

Great Room  

 

6 p.m. - Contemporary  

Worship  service in the  

Great Room  

 

8 p.m. - Festive Choral Worship  

service in the historic Sanctuary  

 

10 p.m. - Festive Choral  

Worship service in the  

historic Sanctuary  

 

Christmas Day Worship  
Services at St. Helenaõs 
Saturday, December 25, 2010 

10 a.m. - Festive Choral  

Worship service in the  

historic Sanctuary  

Contacting Father Billé 

If there is a pastoral emergency after 3 p.m., you can 

call Father Bill on his cell phone at (830)446 -3249 or 

email him at pastoral@sthelenas -boerne.org  



   

 
By Jeri Tribo  
  The House of Luke Christmas Party 

will be Sunday, Dec. 5, from 4:30 -6:30 

p.m. at Julie and Eric Vickeryõs home 

(129 Oak Knoll Circle, Boerne).  

Guests are asked to bring a gift for 

the Wounded Warriorõs Program 

(House of Lukeõs Christmas project) 

and an appetizer or dessert to share.  The hosting 

committee will prepare a ham and a turkey for 

mini -sandwiches. Look for a sign -up sheet on the 

bulletin board outside the Parish Hall.  

  For gifts, the Warrior and Family Support Center 

suggests the following items:  phone cards, gift 

cards, disposable cameras, baked goods, 

candy, individually wrapped snacks, pens, pen-

cils, music, DVDõs, popcorn, diapers, formula and 

personal  hygiene products.  We have so many 

who currently are serving in the military and 

many retired vets in our parish that this project will 

have special meaning. If you canõt bring your gift 

to the party, bring it to church any Sunday during 

December.    

  House of Luke is open to all adults of St. Helenaõs 

and meets quarterly for fellowship. It is the per-

fect opportunity to meet people who attend a 

different service than the one you attend.    

  For more information, contact Jeri Tribo at (830)

755-2411. 
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House of Luke  

 

  St. Helena's Adult Choir is looking for a few 

more singers!  Won't you join us for Christmas?  

We are rehearsing for Christmas and Advent on 

Wednesdays at 7 p.m.    

  The Adult Choir provides music for the  

Christmas Eve services in the Historic Sanctuary  

8 p.m. and 10 p.m.   We need members in all 

voice parts - all are welcome!  

To schedule a brief interview, please call   

Chalon Murray at (210)216 -8448. 

From the Music Director  
 

 

 
Chalon Murray  

Music Director  

chalonmurray@hotmail.com  

Directions to the Vickery Home: Point A is St. Helenaôs,  

 Point B is the Vickeryôs. 

  We are making 10 baskets of Christmas dinner food for Hill Country 

Family Services to give to families in need here in Boerne.  

  Ornaments with needs detailed are on the Giving Tree and all items 

must be turned in by Sunday, Dec. 19.   

  If you have any questions, contact Julie Vickery at (830)249 -8283 or 

vickerys@gvtc.com.  

  Thank you for reaching out to the community of Boerne and making 

the lives of at least 10 families more special this holiday!  

St. HelenaÙs Giving Tree 2010 



   

 

  Come on in and see 
what's new!  

We have Christmas cards,  

new platters and mugs,  

deluxe Christmas candles, 

unique ornaments, and great stocking  

stuffers for under $10!  

    

 

 

WE NEED MORE  

VOLUNTEERS IN THE  

BOOKSTORE!  
Are you looking for a ministry? You 

can volunteer as little as one day a 

month or as many as you wish.  We 

really need help on Sunday mornings 

and it is one of the best ways to meet 

people in a relaxed and fun setting.    

  Weõll train you and support you and we donõt 

believe in mistakes, so have no fear.   

  Call Nancy Scoggins at (830)446 -6814 or email at  

bookstore@sthelenas -boerne.org.  

  The mission of A Servantõs Heart 

Bookstore is to provide St. He-

lenaõs members, visitors and their 

friends Christian books, resources 

and gifts so they may grow in their 

relationship with Christ and one 

another.  

Open Tuesday, Wednesday & 

Thursday from 11 a.m. -2 p.m., and 

Sundays from 8 a.m. -12 p.m.  

  E -mail bookstore@sthelenas -

boerne.org or call (830)249 -

8968. 
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A Servantðs Heart Book store and Gift Shop 
By Nancy Scoggins  

ECW Christmas Party & Ornament Exchange Dec. 15  
 Ladies, join us at 7 p.m. on Dec. 15 for the annual Episcopal Church 

Womenõs Ornament Exchange at the home of Stephanie Pollom (509 Kendall 

Parkway in Boerne, TX 78015).  

  Please bring a wrapped ornament valued under $10. If your last name starts 

with A -P, bring an appetizer to share. If your last name starts with M -Z, bring a 

dessert to share.  

  Optional for names beginning with A -Z, bring your favorite wine to share.  

  Kindly RSVP to Sharon Tidwell by Dec. 13 (as a courtesy to our hostess) by 

emailing stidwell_2001@yahoo.com or  by calling (830)981 -8190. 



  With Father Billõs leadership, the vestry and staff 

have teamed together in a joint effort to better 

communicate, plan, and share knowledge in 

major areas of the churchõs life.  

  One of these areas is the MISSION work of this 

church. There are countless missionaries within 

the congregation carrying out Godõs  

commission to us, but in quiet, unassuming, yet 

powerful ways. We would like to highlight their 

stories now and then, not only to bring  

awareness to these efforts, but to prayerfully 

spark interest and empower others who only 

need a little encouragement to make a  

difference in otherõs lives.  

 

  Just before Thanksgiving, Dawn 

was busy at her Childrenõs  

Ministry tasks for the day. She 

was stopped by our very own 

Jyme Schmieder who came into 

the office. Jyme had found  

herself with two extra hams and 

two nice size turkeys.  

  Knowing she and Rich would 

not have use for all that meat, 

she thought to run them by the church and see if 

we had use for it.  

  Dawn thankfully received the meat with no  

particular plan in mind. She decided to run by 

Family Services and see their situation.  

  She innocently walked into Family Services to 

inquire if they had a need for them.  

   The gentleman working the counter just stood 

dumbfounded when Dawn offered the hams 

and turkeys.  

  After collecting himself, he explained to Dawn 

that all  Thanksgiving baskets they had planned 

were complete EXCEPT four baskets were missing 

the meat.  

  They were, at that moment, struggling to figure 

out a way to fill the remaining four baskets when 

Dawn walked in.  

  It is a wonderful thing watching God at work in 

the small ways.  

  Jyme found herself with an overabundance 

and a dilemma of what to do with it.  

  Jyme stopped what she was doing to answer 

Godõs need of her, as did Dawn when she made 

her way to Family Services, Family Services was 

able to fulfill their mission and four families  

received Godõs blessing.  

  It is the small things that do the mighty work of 
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Beth Adam  

Financial Secretary  

beth@sthelenas -boerne.org  

Wednesday Evening Worship Schedule  
Beginning in November, there will be a change in  

Senior High small group (due to sports conflicts).  

 

The Oikos Schedule for Wednesday  

evenings will be as follows:  

4:15-5:30 p.m. - Jr. High Oikos, ROCK Solid, 

Shine! (unchanged)  

6-6:30 p.m. - Brown Bag Dinner in Parish Hall  

6:30-7:30 p.m. - Small Groups meet for study  

7:30-8 p.m. - Worship in the Great Room  

7:30-8:30 p.m. - Senior High Worship/Small 

Groups  
 

Hidden Mission at St. Helenaôsé  

Jyme Schmieder  
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Please note Church Office holiday closures:  
Friday, Dec. 24, Monday, Dec. 27, Tuesday,  

Dec. 28, and Friday, Dec. 31.  

The Church Office will re -open at 10 a.m. on  

Monday, Jan. 3. Happy Holidays!  

Submitted by Karen Short,  
Vestry Clerk  
 

Present: Father Bill Allport, Jim Kreuz, 

Dale Christiansen, Bruce Calder, Lou 

Kennedy, Rob Nelson, Potsy Gross, 

Earl Hamilton, Dana Mathews, Lisa 

Kelley, Nancy Scoggins and Karen 

Short.   

Absent:  Chuck Baldwin, Brian Topper, Brian 

Scheele.  

 

  Rob Nelson gave devotional reflecting upon his 

Thanksgivings past with ping -pong tables for the 

children to eat on and saw horses for the adults.  

Fred OõDonnell gave permission to Rob to share 

one of his Caring Bridge essays focusing on the 

importance of being thankful. Devotional was 

closed with the Thanksgiving collect.  

  Minutes from October were approved.  

 
Financial  Stewardship    

  Lisa Kelley brought us up -to -date on cash flow 

issues. Weõre still working on the shortfall from last 

year.  A minimal budget will be presented in 

January to Vestry.  
   

Junior Warden Report    

  The cornerstone is ready for installation.  We 

are waiting on the installer to complete the  

project.  

 
Senior Warden Report    

  Kreuz made presentation of Vestry candidates.  

 
Rectorõs Time   

  Visioning Group and Process Development  ð 

names are being assembled.   

 Budgeting Priorities for 2011  ð appropriate staff-

ing levels, control costs and expenses, appor-

tionment increase.  

  Assisting Clergy for Sundays  ð Father John Hill 

will begin assisting twice a month on Sundays at 

9 a.m ; Father Phil Stevenson will begin assisting 

each month on Sunday at 11a.m.; Father Nate 

Bostian (TMI chaplain) will assist as available  

particularly for Holy Days.  

  Advent and Christmastide ð Advent changes 

for liturgy and worship, invite people, special  

invitation materials and offering opportunity .  

  Annual Report & Meeting ð Annual Meeting 

scheduled for January 30, 2011; Annual Report 

segments due January 3, 2011.  

 
New Action/Discussion Items  

  December Meeting will take place Jan. 2 with 

a one item agenda, the budget.  

  Vestry Christmas  party will be held at the 

Scoggins.  

  Sunday Breakfast - Scoggins will communicate 

to staff Vestry will host breakfast the third Sunday 

of each month if no one has signed up.  

  SWEEPS model expectation clarified to include 

meetings once per month initiated by Vestry 

members.  

 
Vestry Prayer List    

  Our Transition Process; Stewardship; St. Peterõs ð 

Honolulu; Father Bill Allport and Family; Bishop 

and Barbara Frey and the people of Christ 

Church, Brian Scheele, and Brian Topper.  
   

Upcoming  Agendas   

  Budget, Annual Report,  and meeting  

preparations.  
   

Calendar  

11/25   Thanksgiving Day Worship @ 10am  

11/28   First Sunday in Advent   

12/4   St. Nicholas Event @ 4pm    

12/4 -12/5  Bethlehem prep   

12/7, 12/8  Bethlehem   

12/14   Finance Committee Meeting @  

  6:30pm  

12/24   Christmas Eve (4pm, 6pm, 8pm,  

      10pm)   

12/25   Christmas Day @10am  

12/26   First Sunday after Christmas  

12/27, 12/28  Office Closed  

12/30, 12/31  Office Closed  

1/9   Epiphany Sunday  

1/30   Annual Meeting  

Vestry Minutes from November Vestry Meeting  



  This semester, I have been given the opportunity 

to mentor for Boerne Independent School District.   

   It has been a great experience. It has been eye -

opening as well. There are many students who 

need help.   

  BISD is strong and is doing such a great job edu-

cating our children. However, there are some stu-

dents in the district that need help.  Some of these 

students do not have the advantages economi-

cally, physically or academically that some of the 

other students have.   

  There is a need in the district for more mentors.  

There are students who need help and are left 

waiting for someone to walk next to them and love 

them.   

  St. Helenaõs Church is surrounded by schools.  

These schools and the students in them are our 

neighbors.  Jesus challenges us to think 

about who our neighbors are.   

  For us at St. Helenaõs, we are surrounded by 

neighbors who need our help.   

  If you have one hour a week to give, and want to 

be a mentor, please let me know.   

 

God Bless, 

 

Glenn  
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From the Youth Minister  
 

Glenn Meschko  
Youth Minister  

glenn@sthelenas -boerne.org  

CORN MAIZE  
&  

KIDS 
= 

Youth Group  

FUN! 
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Youth  
Christmas 

Party  
is Dec. 19!!!  

Youth  

ringing Salvation 

Army bells from 
 

5- 8 p.m. at  

Wal- Mart on Dec. 

17é
 co

nta
ct 

Gle
nn!
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From the Childrenðs Minister 

Mark you calendar:  

Our Second Annual  

Childrenôs Epiphany  

Pageant will be held on 

Jan. 9 at the  

9 a.m. service.  

 

All children are invited 

to participate.   

Contact Ms. Dawn for 

more information or to 

help out!  

The Families of St. Helenaôs are invited 
to our truly unique  

St. Nicholas Celebration! 
 

When:  Dec. 4 from 2 -4 p.m.  

Where: The Great Room  

What:  A family event full of prayer crafts,  

activities, and tasty delights to celebrate the life of 

St. Nicholas.  

St. Nicholas is sure to be there.  
 

Remember, it is tradition to leave your shoes at 
the door!  

  Our 5th & 6th grade Sunday school class spent $1,480 

for five bags of cookies.   

  I bet you think those were expensive cookies.   

  Expensive, no.  Valuable, yes.   

  You see, that is how much money 

our passionate kids raised to support 

continued research into kidsõ can-

cer.  After three weeks of planning 

and getting the word out, on Nov. 7, 

the kids witnessed the amazing  

generosity of our church family.   

  With great anticipation, several 

members of the Sunday School class 

met bright and early on Nov. 13 and 

walked over to the Market Days at 

Main Plaza where the òCookies for 

Kidõs Cancer Bake Saleó was set up.   

  They chose a few packages of cookies and then passed the check for 

$1,480 from each boyõs hand and then to Amy Keith and Nicole  

Flowersé which resulted in lots of tears, lots of hugs, and lots of smiles.   

  Congratulations, kids!  Thank you for giving us another successful  

Sunday school outreach project!  I bet those were the best tasting cook-

ies ever!   

Dawn McLendon  
Childrenðs Minister 

dawn@sthelenas -boerne.org  


